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‘Letter to Esther Menon’, 13 April 1932, The Complete Works of Mahatma Gandhi CD-
Rom (New Delhi: Publications Division, Government of India, 2001), vol. 55, p. 233.
Henceforth, all references to this work will be cited as CW followed by date, volume and
page numbers. For references to Hind Swaraj, | have used the now standard edition,
Mohandas K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, ed. Anthony J. Parel (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997).

Akeel Bilgrami, ‘Gandhi, the Philosopher’, Economic and Political Weekly, 27 September
2003, pp. 4159-65. The phrases in my title, though | develop them in my own way, are
either taken from Bilgrami’s inspiring essay or are meant to resonate with the concepts
discussed in it.

Report of ‘Speech at Socialist Hall’, 26 June 1910, CW 11, p. 74.

‘Letter to Mrs. Maddock’, 14 March 1924, CW 27, pp. 53-56. This letter explicitly contrasts
the ancient culture of India based on non-violence, which Gandhi says he is trying save
from its ‘impending destruction by modern, that is, Western culture’, which he says is
based upon ‘violence’.

Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, p. 48.

Or, maybe not; the very instantaneity might re-establish the space—time configuration.
The following discussion should, | hope, make clear these are not facetious questions.
Jonathan Lear explores this issue in a subtle way. However, Lear thinks that Aristotle’s
conception of happiness is an ‘enigmatic signifier’, the introduction of which brings
‘incompleteness’ and ‘anxiety’ into people’s lives, Jonathan Lear, Happiness, Death,
and the Remainder of Life (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2000), see
especially pp. 8-23. As we shall see later, if this were true, it would mean that intellectual
traditions of India and of ancient Greece and Rome were pursuing something chimerical.
His remark on history is especially illuminating in this regard: ‘History is really a record
of every interruption of the even working of the force of love or of the soul’, Gandhi, Hind
Swaraj, p. 56. In a way, this can be taken as a gloss on what a genealogical inquiry can
do to history.

Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, pp. 43, 49.

. Again we should not be misled by Gandhi’'s use of the word ‘religion’. | am greatly

indebted to the work of S. N. Balagangadhara, ‘The Heathen in Blindness..." Asia, the
West and the Dynamic of Religion (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1994); ‘How to Speak for the Indian
Traditions: An Agenda for the Future’, Journal of American Academy of Religion, vol. 73,
no. 4, December 2005, pp. 987-1013; and ‘On Ignorance or Avidya’, 2005, http:/
groups.yahoo.com/group/TheHeathenInHisBlindness/files/(accessed 29 September
2009) for my understanding of religion and tradition, which | have elaborated elsewhere
(see Vivek Dhareshwar, ‘Valorizing the Present: Orientalism, Postcoloniality and the
Human Sciences’, Cultural Dynamics, vol. 10, no. 2, July 1998, pp. 211-31).
Balagangadhara introduced the term ‘experience-occlusion’ in a slightly different, but
related, context, to theorize the notion of avidya/ignorance (see Balagangadhara, ‘How
to Speak for the Indian Traditions’). | have deliberately refrained from defining ‘experience’,
letting the concept acquire its range as the argument unfolds. It would not in any case
help matter if | were to say that | am using it to explicate Gandhi’s remarks, almost
always left unelaborated, on atman, Sat and satyagraha. The really challenging task, for
which this essay can be seen as a prelude, is to develop the form of knowledge that can
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

provide the critical conceptual and practitional content for these terms. Let me, however,
note here that | use the word as a translation of anubhava — which literally means in
accord with or after (anu-) happening (bhava). In many of the intellectual traditions in
India, self-knowledge is passage from anu-bhava to anu-bhaava, achieved through
reflection/action/commitment.

For an emphatic statement, see his important article, ‘Neither a Saint nor a Politician,’
in Young India, 12 May 1920, CW 20, p. 304.

Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, p.42. Hence his remark: ‘Religions are different roads converging
to the same point. What does it matter that we take different roads, so long as we reach
the same goal? Wherein is the cause for quarelling?’ (ibid., p.53).

We are familiar with one kind of scientism, the one which draws on the natural sciences
to offer a picture, a description or even a theory of problems and phenomena that the
natural sciences themselves would not think of as falling within their ambit (e.g., the
problem of consciousness and of intentionality). There is another kind of scientism
which has not been recognized, namely, scientism of the human sciences. Why has
this gone unrecognized? Among the many reasons that we will explore in some detail
elsewhere, one has to do with the peculiarity or more precisely the asymmetry between
the two scientisms. Unlike in the case of the familiar kind of scientism, this scientism is
not an illegitimate extension from a legitimate field of inquiry; the so-called human
sciences are themselves creators and carriers of scientism. It is the scientism of the
human sciences that, in my reading, Foucault was struggling to bring to light (see
section V of this essay). Once we begin to see the conceptual and historical connection
between scientism and secularization process, the vacuity of the modernity frame will
become evident. Bilgrami’s distinction between first-person and third-person
perspective offers a philosophically novel way of understanding the first kind of scientism,
Akeel Bilgrami, Self-knowledge and Resentment (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 2006). In his forthcoming book on Gandhi, Bilgrami employs this distinction to
philosophically explicate Gandhian understanding of nature and democracy. It is an
intriguing question how my discussion of experience and experience excluding
structures matches up with Bilgrami’s perspectival dualism. | discuss many of these
issues in greater detail in my ‘Two Scientisms’ (forthcoming).

Some of these characteristics are noticeable on what Richard Rorty called, not without
irony, the ‘cultural left’, and they perhaps also explain why people located in it often tend
to behave like militants in an imaginary party (to borrow Sartre’s vivid description of
Camus).

One of the reasons it is appropriate to talk of the scientism of the human sciences.
‘Letter to Maganlal Gandhi’, 25 July 1918, CW 17, p. 150. We could multiply references
to such remarks. In reading such remarks it is too easy dismiss them as part of what
Bilgrami rightly terms ‘the porridge of saintly rhetoric’ in Gandhi’s writing, Akeel Bilgrami,
‘Gandhi, the Philosopher’, p. 4161. But that would be a great error, since invariably there
is a startling perception clothed in terms and metaphors that often mislead.

Michel Foucault, The Hermeneutics of the Subject: Lectures at the College de France,
1981-1982, trans. Graham Burchell (New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).

Foucault, The Hermeneutics of the Subject, p. 251. Foucault very perspicuously notes
that in European history, the opposition is not between and science and spirituality but
between religion and spirituality. As we will see later, it is not surprising then that the
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19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

secularization of religious structures become hostile to spiritual knowledge. For an
insightful theorization of why religion and tradition are distinct kinds, see Balagangadhara,
‘How to Speak for the Indian Traditions’.

Foucault, The Hermeneutics of the Subject, p. 12.

Ibid., pp. 308-9.

Michel Foucault, ‘The Political Technology of Individuals’, in Power:The Essential Works
of Foucault, 1954-1984, vol. 3, ed. James D. Faubion (London: Penguin Books, 2000),

p. 416.
Ibid., p. 407.
Ibid., pp. 413-14.

Ibid., p. 416; emphases added.

Michel Foucault, ‘Society Must be Defended’: Lectures at the College de France,1975—
1976, trans. David Macey (New York: Picador, 2003).

Foucault, ‘Society Must be Defended’, p. 186. Although | cannot discuss it here, the
most startling claim Foucault makes is that the concept of the nation, created by the
nobility deploying the ‘historico-political discourse’ against the monarchy, gives rise to
both the notion of race and class, ibid., p. 134.

Foucault, ‘Society Must be Defended’, p. 237.

Michel Foucault, ‘About the Beginning of the Hermeneutics of the Self’, in Religion and
Culture, ed. Jeremy R. Carrette (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1999), p.
180. Foucault himself never uses the term ‘secularization’, but it has been my conten-
tion for a while that we see Foucault’s later work as tracking the effects of secularization
in very different domains of European culture. Although Foucault’s work gets hold of the
strange creature ‘normativity’, he is unable to see its relationship to religion, essentially
because he has no theory of religion. Charles Taylor's mammoth work on seculariza-
tion becomes a tedious retelling of familiar intellectual history of Europe, because of
his minimalist attempt to understand religion in terms of the transcendent/immanent
distinction. Charles Taylor, A Secular Age (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 2007). This minimalist attempt, which he calls ‘prudent (cowardly)’
(ibid., p. 15) — strange choice of adverbs for a cognitive enterprise! — is deeply prob-
lematic because the distinction is internal to specifically Catholic theology. However,
Taylor shows no awareness of the theoretical difficulty in employing theology to study
religion! We are, in short, asked to accept the self-description of religion! On this, in
some ways the most difficult question of how to study religion, see Balagangadhara,
The Heathen in Blindness, pp. 242-62.

Indeed the bullshitter, who has figured prominently in Bilgrami’s essay cited in n. 2, is
precisely the one who believes in and seeks such ‘norms’ and ‘truths’. The politically
correct person is a bullshitter in this sense. He is a collection of truths/norms; what he
avoids is inquiry. One can see why Gandhi emphasized the vrat of aparigrha or non-
possession: collection of ‘truths’ as much as collection of things is a form of avidya or
ignorance. See his discussion of Ashram observances, especially aparigraha or non-
possession, CW 56, p. 142.

‘At the present moment, though | am reading many things, Bhagavad Gita is becoming
more and more the only infallible guide, the only dictionary of reference, in which | find
all the sorrows, all the troubles, all the trials arranged in the alphabetical order with
exquisite solutions . . . That book is not a historical record, but it is the record of the
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31.

32.
33.

34.
35.

36.

concrete experience of its author, whether it was really Vyas or not | am not concerned.
And if it is a record of anybody’s experience, it must not be beyond us to be able to test
the truth of it by repeating the experience. | am testing the truth almost everyday in my life
and find it never failing. This of course does not mean that | have reached the state
described, for instance, at the end of the Second Chapter. But | know that the more we
carry out the prescription given to it, the nearer do we answer the description given of the
perfect state’, CW 39, p. 450.

‘Letter to Students’, CW 19, pp. 199-200. Also see CW 55, pp. 310-11, pp. 333-34 for
illuminating remarks about non-objectual nature of self-knowledge.

The meaning of the root bhaj is appropriately captured as ‘to commit’.

‘The true meaning of bhakti is search for the atman. When the atman realizes itself,
bhakti is transformed into jnana’, ‘Letter to Jamnadas Gandhi’, 2 February 1913, CW 13,
p. 191.

Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, p. 66.

For a useful discussion of this point, see Bas C. Van Fraassen, The Empirica Stance
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002), p. 63. In the human sciences, concepts
refuse to go away even when the theories that developed them die out, testifying thereby
to the scientistic character of the humans sciences.

Hannah Arendt, The Promise of Politics (New York: Schocken Books, 2005); Reinhart
Koselleck, Critique and Crisis: Enlightenment and the Pathogenesis of Modern Society

(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1988); Foucault, Society Must be Defended.
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